
that there is a defect in the laws in regard to such
unhealthful occupations that the publication of this ex¬
perience ought to remedy.

THE SUCCESS OF WATER FILTRATION.
So important to the health of a community is the

purity of its water-supply, that the interesting object-
lesson afforded by the experience of the city of Albany,
N. Y., in the matter of water filtration, should not be
permitted to pass unnoticed. Having concluded, after
due deliberation and thorough consideration of the sub-
ject, that filtration was the only immediate remedy for
the contamination of its water-supply, derived from the
polluted Hudson River, Albany, in fifteen months,
erected a filtration-plant and put it into successful
operation. Slow sand-filtration is the method adopted,
and, whereas formerly typhoid fever was excessively
prevalent, the water is now almost wholly free from
bacteria, and, while formerly often discolored, is, be-
sides, now perfectly clear. If anything has been learned
of late years in connection with the water-supply, it is
that filtration is not alone the most practicable, but it is
the most potent, means at our command for purposes of
purification and disease prevention. Of the truth of
this proposition, and of its importance, evidence would
seem to be afforded by the suggestion that has recently
been made for filtering the water-supply of New York,
which is received through the Croton aqueduct, and
from protected water-sheds. It has been maintained
that this water-supply is satisfactory, and that it does
not breed disease, but it is now thought wise to remove,
by means of filtration, even such slight possibility of
contamination as may be conceived to exist.

PREMATURE BURIAL.

A prominent eastern physician has been quoted in the
daily press as saying that 1 in every 200 interments is
premature. The public is easily disturbed by such pub-
lications, and if they are not true they are abominable
and, in fact, almost criminal. It is very doubtful
whether even 1 in 1,000,000 burials is premature, and
indeed, whether they ever occur except in times of great
public panic, as in times of epidemic or in the extremely
rare instances of prolonged and death-like trance. The
sensational stories of conscious terror and helplessness
given out are like ghost stories, common enough, but
generally equally without a basis of fact. How anyone
can give 1 in 200, or any other figure, as the number
buried alive, it is hard to conceive, and such statements
without adequate statistics to back them have no value
whatever. The fact that a French inventor is or has
recently been in this country endeavoring to introduce
his device "Karnice" for preventing premature burials
is probably the motive of the recent revival of news¬
paper interest on this subject, which has been gone over
and rehashed many times in the past century. There is
only one serious possibility of premature interment to
be really considered, and that is in cases of epidemics
with public panic and neglect referred to above. Under
other conditions, when an individual apparently dies he
does so practically and permanently, and the ordinary
decent interval between that event and burial usually
insures it in other ways. We need say nothing of the

common fact of embalming or preserving bodies for
burial, which puts resuscitation completely out of the
question.

THE FUTURE OF THE X-RAYS.
In an article in a new periodical1, Professor Trow-

bridge, of Harvard University, shows that the acci-
dental or semi-accidental discovery by Roentgen of the
rays that bear his name and thus immortalize him is
still bearing fruits, and what it may lead us to is still
in the future. One fact that is particularly suggestive
is that certain salts of the element uranium and certain
derivatives of pitchblende possess the property of giv-
ing off these rays, so far as to cause the lighting of fluor-
escent screens, the dissipation of electric discharges and
rendering air and gases better conductors of electricity.
They can also penetrate opaque substances and throw
shadows of bones on photographic plates. These salts
produce at least some of these effects when spread in
the form of powder on cardboard, and hence the sug-
gestion of far simpler methods of X-ray employment
than those now in use. It would be a great thing if, as
Professor Trowbridge remarks, we could by a simple
powder do away with the elaborate Crookes' tubes and
influence-machines now essential in X-ray work. Phy¬
sicists have not yet reached that result, but the possi¬
bilities of the future seem unlimited. It is a curious
fact that these radio-active substances appear to give
off these rays, like magnets, without losing any energy,
another striking fact that suggests advantages in their
future possible utilization. A surgical X-ray outfit may
yet be a very simple and inexpensive affair; a few jars
of powder or some incrusted screens with photographic
plates may be all that will be required. Such imagina¬
tions are not altogether unjustifiable when we consider
that the original discovery is hardly over four years
old, and that only lately a substance has been found
that is hundreds fold more radio-active than the original
uranium earth first employed. We need say nothing
here of the other and purely scientific leads that have
been opened by this discovery; they have not as yet a
medical bearing, and therefore do not concern us so di¬
rectly in our professional work. No one can tell,
nevertheless, what new possibilities may exist, even in
this particular direction, in the near future.

1International Monthly, MacMillan & Co., Vol. 1, No. i, January, 1900.

THE PHYSICIAN'S CONTRACT.
The Journal2 recently mentioned the suit of one

Thomas Burke in Indiana, for damages against a phy-
sician who refused to answer a call. Burke therefore
held him responsible for his wife's death. We have now
to note a suit in Connecticut, brought by one Daniel
Burke against a physician for failing to attend at the
birth of a child, for which he had been bespoken. The
child died shortly after birth, and the father, as its ad-
ministrator, sues the physician for breach of contract.
Just why the suit is brought in this form we are not told,
possibly it was a legal necessity, but the doctor's attorney
raised the curious point that there was no contract with
the child, who, being unborn, could not have acquired
contractory ability. The woman apparently passed her
emergency without injury, and only the child suffered

2 The Journal, Nov. 11,1899, p. 1234.
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